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AUDIO FADE IN: MUSICAL SHOW THEME 

 

CROWD VOICEOVER 

(chanting over end of show theme) 

Flip – That – Monument! 

 

ANNOUNCER (O.S.) 

On today’s episode of Monument 

Flippers . . . 

 

HOBIE 

My name is Hobie Ward. I turn 

blight into delight. I won the bid 

on this auction of a toppled and 

disgraced historical monument – 

and here comes my designer Dee for 

a first look. 

 

DEE 

I’m impressed Hobie. Rehabbing a 

vandalized property is a challenge 

in itself, but you’ve really 

outdone yourself by finding one in 

a garbage city too.  

 

HOBIE 

Thanks, Dee. I know you can’t wait 

to get started, so let’s talk 

basic curb appeal. If we want top 

dollar for this monument, the 

pedestal has to get an upgrade. 

 

 

DEE 

Absolutely. I don’t know who 

installed the current graffiti, 

but mismatched fonts and clashing 

paint colors went out with the 
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‘80s. As for this big hole where a 

plaque was removed, the opening 

could make a nice curio shelf or –  

 

HOBIE 

(interjects suddenly) 

Look out! 

 

SFX: SOUND OF BREAKING GLASS 

 

DEE 

That guy threw a bottle at us! 

 

HOBIE 

(brightly) 

Oh, the locals are out enjoying 

this very walkable neighborhood. 

Hello, friends! 

 

SFX: GUNSHOTS, GROWING SOUNDS OF GATHERING MOB, SIRENS 

 

ANNOUNCER 

(over mob noises) 

Monument Flippers will be right 

back! 

 

MUSIC: TRANSITION STING 

 

HOBIE 

Now that we’ve secured our 

worksite with a ring of heavy 

equipment, our construction expert 

Ernie Asbestobar is conducting a 

site inspection while Dee and I 

work on the renovation plan.  

 

ERNIE 

My crew’s on it, Hobie. We’re 

posting clips of us dancing in 
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front of the monument to TikTok to 

solicit bids from subcontractors. 

 

HOBIE 

Great, Ernie. Get those viral 

shares! Now Dee, today’s buyers 

want high end touches, but we have 

to stay under budget so we can 

pocket more cash.  

 

DEE 

Well, to avoid the expense of 

removing the old graffiti, I’ve 

decided to completely cover it 

with porcelain glazed field tile 

in a trippy pattern that will 

trigger joy in everyone. Next, 

we’ll replace the toppled statue 

of Peace with a symbolic open 

window frame of travertine marble 

mounted on a gimbal. This gives us 

plenty of natural light, an 

adjustable sight to zero-in on 

picturesque views of the city, and 

a pass-through for projectiles 

aimed at other historic points 

down the street.  

 

HOBIE 

Sounds perfect! What about – 

 

ERNIE 

Hobie, there’s a big problem. 

 

HOBIE 

Ernie, you always bring bad news. 

What is it this time? 
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ERNIE 

We’ve got a sagging foundation.  

 

DEE 

What could cause that? I know a 

huge colony of feral cats has been 

peeing on the monument base, but 

certainly that’s not enough to 

cause a structural issue! 

 

ERNIE 

It’s probably a decaying sewer 

line, but I’ll have to jack this 

thing up to see what’s wrong. 

 

SFX: HEAVY EQUIPMENT STARTING UP, RUNNING, WINDING DOWN 

 

DEE 

Hold on – what’s that weird trench 

Ernie’s uncovered? It looks like 

it runs under the street toward 

the city jail. Hobie, is it on the 

plat you got when you took title? 

 

HOBIE 

Let’s see . . . I do see an 

easement, and bingo! That caved in 

trench is an old prisoner escape 

tunnel. Its collapse must have 

caused the pedestal to sink. 

 

DEE 

Typical. Another problem caused by 

the police. 

 

HOBIE 

Sounds expensive to fix properly. 

Let’s look for a creative 

solution! 
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MUSIC: TRANSITION STING 

 

DEE 

Re-purposing is a great way to 

stay on budget. I’ve scouted the 

property and found quality salvage 

that the monument’s admirers have 

left as tributes. This must have 

been a really festive location! 

 

HOBIE 

By the looks of this heap, it was 

indeed. We’ve collected everything 

we could find and Ernie’s ready to 

infill the old tunnel. But, even 

if we push all the ripped black 

clothes, half-eaten vegan take-

out, discarded signs, empty paint 

canisters, spent fireworks and 

unidentifiable burnt offerings in, 

I don’t think it’s enough to shore 

things up.  

 

ERNIE 

You’d better find some more 

materials – I only have an hour 

left on this backhoe rental. 

 

DEE 

Ernie, I’ve got an idea! 

 

MUSIC: TRANSITION STING 

 

HOBIE 

Welcome back everyone! I’m sorry 

we couldn’t show you our step-by-

step process with this rehab, but 

our cameraman quit to join a local 

separatist community that formed 
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in the alley. Now we’re being 

filmed by a police drone. Dee, 

let’s pick up the story for our 

viewers. 

  

DEE 

Remember that hole we needed to 

fill? No one was looking, so I had 

Ernie knock a sturdy bronze cross 

off the church next door. It made 

the perfect support beam to finish 

shoring up the pedestal. 

 

HOBIE 

And after Ernie shoved the cross 

underground and buried the 

evidence, Dee and I got the rest 

of the monument ready to flip. Our 

open house was an absolute riot 

and we’ve just been handed the top 

cash offer.  

 

SFX: ENVELOPE TEARS OPEN, PAPER RUSTLES 

 

DEE 

And we’ve hit max profit, Hobie! 

Our flip has been bought by a 

social justice shell corporation 

with plans to lease it through 

AirOnO, which –  entirely 

coincidentally – is this week’s 

sponsor of Monument Flippers! 

 

HOBIE 

AirOnO – when you need to seize 

property to Occupy and Oppress, 

book AirOnO! 
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DEE 

Thanks for watching! Join us next 

time, when we makeover a 

playground that’s been ceded to 

striking 2nd grade students. 

 

HOBIE 

Does it have a statue? 

 

DEE 

Oh it will, Hobie. It will! 

 

AUDIO FADE OUT: MUSICAL SHOW THEME 
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